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An electric toothbrush, comprising: 

an elongate body having a handle portion, a head portion having a longitudinal axis, 
and an elongate intermediate portion disposed between the handle portion and the head 
portion, the elongate intermediate portion having a smaller cross-sectional dimension 
than the handle portion, the head portion including static and moving bristles, wherein 
the moving bristles are disposed in only a single moving portion that oscillates and at 
least some of the static bristles are disposed between the moving portion and the handle 
portion, the head portion and elongate intermediate portion being dimensioned for 
disposition in a human user's mouth for brushing teeth; and 

a motor disposed in the handle portion and operatively connected to the moving portion 
for moving the moving portion. 

The electric toothbrush of claim 1 , wherein the moving portion is disposed at an end of 
the head portion that is located at a position furthest from the handle portion. 

The electric toothbrush of claim 2, further comprising a shaft that is operatively 
connected to the motor and to the moving portion to cause the moving portion to 
oscillate about an axis approximately normal to the longitudinal axis of the head 
portion. 

The electric toothbrush of claim 3 , wherein the axis passes through the moving portion 
and the moving bristles are disposed on either side of the axis. 

The electric toothbrush of claim 3, wherein the shaft rotates. 

The electric toothbrush of claim 3, wherein the moving portion is circular and the 
moving bristles extend across the moving portion. 
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7. An electric toothbrush, comprising: 

an elongate body having a handle portion, a head portion having a longitudinal axis, 
and an elongate intermediate portion disposed between the handle portion and the head 
portion, the elongate intermediate portion having a smaller cross-sectional dimension 
than the handle portion, the head portion having a first end that is located at a position 
furthest from the handle portion and a second end opposite the first end that is disposed 
adjacent the elongate intermediate portion, the head portion having moving bristles that 
are disposed in a moving portion that oscillates and a static portion that extends from 
adjacent the moving portion to the second end of the head portion, wherein the moving 
portion is disposed at the first end of the head portion and the static portion has a 
plurality of static bristles arranged in plurality of tufts, wherein the head portion and 
elongate intermediate portion are dimensioned for disposition in a human user's mouth 
for brushing teeth; 

a motor disposed in the handle portion; and 

a shaft that extends from the second end of the head portion to beyond the plurality of 
tufts of static bristles and which is operatively connected to the motor and to the 
moving portion to cause the moving portion to oscillate about an axis approximately 
normal to the longitudinal axis of the head portion. 

8. The electric toothbrush of claim 7, wherein the shaft is not operatively connected to 
another bristle-bearing moving portion between the static portion and the elongate 
intermediate portion. 

9. The electric toothbrush of claim 7, wherein the axis passes through the moving portion 
and the moving bristles are disposed on either side of the axis. 

10. The electric toothbrush of claim 7, wherein the shaft rotates. 
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11. The electric toothbrush of claim 7, wherein the moving portion is circular and the 
moving bristles extend across the moving portion. 

12. The electric toothbrush of claim 7, wherein the plurality of tufts of static bristles extend 
from adjacent the moving portion to the second end of the head portion. 

13. The electric toothbrush of claim 7, wherein the head portion has a width normal to the 
longitudinal axis and the static portion has a width about equal to the width of the head 
portion. 

14. The electric toothbrush of claim 7, wherein the plurality of tufts of static bristles extend 
across the width of the static portion. 

15. The electric toothbrush of claim 7, wherein the moving portion only oscillates. 

16. The electric toothbrush of claim 7, wherein the shaft extends from the second end of 
the head portion to an edge of the static portion that is adjacent the moving portion. 

17. The electric toothbrush of claim 7, wherein the shaft extends beyond all of the tufts of 
static bristles of the static portion. 
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18. An electric toothbrush comprising: 

packaging for containing the toothbrush: 

an elongated body portion having opposed first and second ends, a hollow portion and a 
longitudinal axis; 

a head attached to said first end, wherein said head includes a moving portion; 

a motor located within said hollow portion of said elongated body portion, said motor 
being configured to produce a moving motion for the moving portion; 

a shaft operatively connected to said motor at a first end and to the moving portion at a 
second end; 

a handle attached to said second end of said elongated body portion; and 

a switch which is operably connected to said motor, wherein said switch is actuated in a 
first manner to provide momentary operation of said toothbrush when the toothbrush is 
within the packaging, and is actuated in a second manner to provide continuous 
operation of said toothbrush when the toothbrush is out of the packaging. 

19. The toothbrush, as defined in claim 18, wherein when said switch is actuated in a first 
manner, the switch is depressed to provide the momentary operation. 

20. The toothbrush, as defined in claim 18, wherein when said switch is actuated in a 
second manner, the switch is depressed and slid in a slot in said elongated body portion. 
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